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Chapter 28: Voices of Freedom Assignment
How does justice Kennedy believe we should understand the meaning of freedom?
[bookmark: _GoBack]Justice Kennedy believes that we should understand freedom as has dynamic concept that keeps on changing or evolving from time to time(Yoshino,2015). For instance, the right to marry has been changing as marriage transcended from being an arrangement of the couple’s parents based on financial religious and political factors to the voluntary contract between a woman and a man. Additionally, as the roles and status of women in society, the marriage institution as also evolved tremendously. Further Kennedy indicated the married man and woman were viewed by the state as single entity dominated by man under the old law of coverture(Yoshino,2015). However, due to women empowerment campaigns women gained property, political as well as legal rights the American society started to comprehend to importance of equality(Knowles,2018).
Why does President Obama believe that the freedom of some Americans is interconnected with the freedom of others?
President Obama believes that the freedom of some Americans is interconnected with the freedom of others because safeguarding the freedom of all the people as enshrined in the Bill of Rights needs balancing between self-interest and the community. Additionally, President Obama believes that for the American citizen to be true freely they must recognize one another. Therefore, for every American to be truly free we must put the legacy of racial differences and inequalities behind us (Anderson,2019). President Obama dreams of freedom an environment where racial differences do not influence private attitudes and public policy. For instance, in 2015 while eulogizing Clementa Pinckney one of the nine black parishioners who were murdered by a white supremacist gunman at a church in Charleston Obama majorly reflected racial relations and the economic, social and political status of the African Americans for the past fifty years during the aftermath of the civil rights revolution (Anderson,2019).
Obama described the church as the center of life of Black Americans and a place they can call theirs in an environment characterized by all sorts of hardships. For instance, Obama described Mother Emanuel church as not only a place of worship but a house that was established by the African Americans seeking freedom and liberty and wondered why should it be burned and destroyed by the its founders who championed for the abolition of slavery. He added that Mother Emanuel is foundation stone of justice for all and liberty and is for all Americans (Anderson,2019).  
Also, Obama argued that to solve the problem of racial prejudice and crime among the youth American need to think about the past injustices that tend to shape the present. He indicated that the youth might be engaging in crime due to abject poverty, lack of enough career opportunities, dilapidated learning institution and he asked the audience to rethink about what the society is doing to impart hate among the young Americans. Additionally, racial discrimination cannot be ended overnight but the starting point is addressing the past injustices.
What do these documents suggest about how much has changed in American life in the past half-century and how much has not changed?
In the past half-century, a lot have changed in the American life but the oppression of the minority communities such as the African Americans has not changed that much. For instance, there has been push for police reforms as police has increasingly abused the rights of the minorities especially the blacks which resulted in the “Black Lives Matter “slogan. Obama addressed this by stating that racial relations transformation can only happen if the Americans start by addressing the past injustices, solving unemployment problems and creating an enabling environment help the American to alleviate the poverty. But things have changed in various sectors such as in the justice system as the equal rights is working as women are now given equal opportunities in politics, education, religion and other sectors. Additionally, advancement in technology has impacted the American lives positively.
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